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Principal’s Message 
 
February was a busy month at Cambridge as you can see from this Newsletter.  
 
Thank you again to all the families who came to our Multicultural Potluck Dinner.  This 
annual event is hosted by members of the Cambridge School Council.  Stay tuned for 
more information about the Family Barbecue in the spring. 
 
Our skating program will soon come to an end in March.  Thank you to all the many 
parent volunteers who walk with the students to the arena and help tie skates.  
 
Term 1 report cards went home on February 14, 2018.  If you have any questions or 
concerns, please do not hesitate to communicate with your child’s teacher.  It is a good 
time to start thinking about goals for term 2. 
 
A total of $62.00 was collected on Toonie Tuesday.  Thank you very much for 
supporting the Education Foundation, Student in Crisis Emergency Fund.   
 
March Break will be the week of March 12-16. Wishing everyone a happy and restful 
week! 
 
The staff and I look forward to another great term of learning at Cambridge! 
 

 
 
 
Louise Labonté 
Principal at Cambridge Street Community PS 
 

 

 



 

Hydro Ottawa – Electricity and Conservation Presentation (JK-6) 
On February 8, 2018, students in JK-6 enjoyed a presentation by Hydro Ottawa about 
electricity safety and conservation.  Students learned the do’s and don’ts about 
electricity.  It was an interactive and fun presentation.   
 

   
 
 
 
 
 

Dance Residency 
On Feb. 12, 13 and 14, students from JK-6 participated in three one hour dance lessons 
with an instructor and musician from the Ottawa School of Dance. Students learned 
different dance moves and how to dance to different genres of music.  At our 
Multicultural Potluck Dinner, students performed a dance they learned while working 
with the Ottawa School of Dance. 
 

   
 

 
 
  



 
 

Wrong Answers, Great Learning 

 
 
Thomas Edison said that he did not fail at making the light bulb one thousand times, but 
rather that “the light bulb was an invention with 1,000 steps.” 
 
“I’ve missed more than 9,000 shots in my career.  I’ve lost almost 300 games. 26 times 
I’ve been trusted to take the game winning shot…and missed.  I’ve failed over and over 
and over again in my life. That is why I succeed.”  (Michael Jordan) 
 
Making mistakes is a natural part of all learning.  Those who we consider to be “great” 
are clear that mistakes lead to learning. 
 
The latest research on mathematics shows that mistakes are a very important part of 
learning math!  When a person makes an error in math and they have the opportunity to 
learn from it, they actually develop a much stronger understanding.  In fact, the research 
states that students learn more from making mistakes than from getting all the right 
answers.  When your child makes an error, it offers insight into what understanding your 
child has about a mathematical idea.  It allows parents and teachers to talk to the child 
about what they know, and ask questions to stretch their thinking around where they are 
currently developing their understanding.  Parents can ask “How do you know that?  
What was your thinking here?  Is there another way you would solve that?  How did you 
think about X (an element they may be missing or have misunderstood)?”  This 
conversation helps to develop the crucial skills of reasoning and communication and is 
therefore more helpful than simply showing a child how the math is done.  When you 
support an attitude that values learning from mistakes, you are telling your child that 
mistakes are a valuable and natural ingredient in learning and lead to deeper 
understanding.  Research shows that this attitude supports stronger achievement! 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

The March Break will be from March 12-16. 
See you back on Monday, March 19. 

 
 
 



Ms. Sgabellone’s class 
Students created dominoes with hexagons and letters/words with trapezoid 
shapes.  By putting random 2D shapes together, they discovered that it looks like 
a fish in water! 
 

  
 
 
 
 

 

 Fun in the Snow! 
 

 
 

  

 
 
Tutors in the Classroom and OFIP Tutoring 
This year, our school applied for and received some funding to have a tutor 1.5 days a 
week. Tasnima Karim, a university student, works with small groups of students to 
reinforce and practice skills in Language Arts and Math. Tasnima provides tutoring 
sessions in numeracy to students in grades 3 and 6 during the lunch hour on those 
days. 
 
Ms. Kayla Raven, an Educational Assistant, and Katie Hoekstra, an occasional teacher, 
also provide tutoring sessions on Mondays and Wednesdays after school to reinforce 
skills in literacy and numeracy to students in grades 3-6.   
 
The tutoring sessions will run from Feb. 12 to May 18. 
 



Kindness Week in Kindergarten 
 

 
 

This is our Olympic Kindness Wall.  We have a daily kindness 
circle in our class.  When someone notices someone else 
being kind, we talk about what the person did and how the 
person was kind.  The person who has been kind puts a 
"medal" up on the wall.  As the medals build, we have a visual 
of kindness growing in our class.  We have been successful in 
having the kids learn to point out kindness in others and not 
themselves.   
 
In the past we have done a kindness bouquet where the 
person being kind adds a flower to the vase.  We have also 
done “Fill the Cup with Marshmallows” when people have 
shown kindness.  Here are just a few different ways in which 
kindness is encouraged and talked about in kindergarten. 
 
Happy Kindness Week!! 
 
 
 
 
 

Pen Pals in British Columbia 
Ms. Sgabellone was put in touch with Mrs. Dunbar’s granddaughter’s teacher, Ms. Mill 
at Watson Elementary in Chilliwack, British Columbia.  The two classes have started to 
exchange letters. This is an exciting and wonderful opportunity for the children to write 
for purpose, connect to the community and build understanding of our country. The 
students in Ms. Sgabellone’s class were absolutely thrilled to receive their first letters 
mid-February.   
 

            

 
 

 
 
 
 



Professional Activity Day – Friday, Feb. 16, 2018 
 

  
 
Staff working together to improve teaching and learning.  Ms. Lakesha Young, a 
Numeracy Instructional Coach from the Board, was with us in the morning. 
 
 
 
There are many ways to measure a puddle.  
 

 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
Yaki performs at Cambridge 
 
On Tuesday, Feb. 27, the Parenting and 
Family Literacy Center, invited Yaki, a 
songwriter and children performer.  
 
 Yaki had the children and adults singing 
and dancing to humorous songs that they 
can relate to. Students in our JK/SK class 
also took part in the sing along.   
 



Cambridge Phoenix News 
 
Our triple ball teams have both completed their seasons. Our girls’ team travelled to Glebe 
Collegiate for the regional tournament on February 23. The girls faced teams from Viscount 
Alexander and R.E. Wilson schools. The girls dazzled their opponents with their superb team 
play and excellent serving. They earned the top spot in their pool and had a long wait until the 
semi final game, once again against Viscount. Confident play and good court movement lead 
our team to the finals against York Street. Focus, determination and skilled play were all clearly 
in evidence as our girls earned the first place ribbons and championship title! Our team was 
praised on the court for their skill by opposing coaches and referees- we made quite an 
impression! Lots of hard work and commitment to practice time really paid off- what an excellent 
result! Congratulations to all team members: Ava, Jadyn, Tina, Hope, Isabelle, RosLilly, 
Jennifer, Christina, Masami and Kelly!  
 
Our boys’ team participated in their tournament on March 1 at Glashan Intermediate School. 
There was lots of excitement in the air during the walk over in anticipation of the games to 
come. The boys met R.E. Wilson in their first match and used their serving and returning skills 
to take the set. Next up was Viscount Alexander. Their skill level was good but our boys 
prevailed winning 21-11 and 21-19! After a long wait we met our semi final opponent- R.E. 
Wilson again. Our super team play sent us into the championship game against the also 
undefeated Lady Evelyn. The first game began well as serving was right on and the boys 
worked their magic on the three touch toss in triple ball. The final game was a real nail-biter with 
the score staying even through to 20-20. Things were very tense as our captain, Ricky, came up 
to serve. He landed a great one and the boys were up 21-20. In triple ball, it is necessary to win 
by 2 points so the next toss was very important. The boys handled the return and won the point 
as the ball hit the floor on Lady Evelyn’s side of the net! It was an excellent day as the boys 
displayed sportsmanship, poise, determination and skill on their way to the championship 
ribbons. Congratulations to all the members: Ricky, Ali Youn, Buu Chau, Rodney, Baw Reh, 
David, Kaisius, John, Ismaila and Tom. 
 
Our students are a great pleasure to coach and act as excellent ambassadors of our school 
when they travel to tournaments. 
 
Our intramural season continues on Fridays with students from grades 3-6 improving their skills 
and developing leadership as they have fun together playing our version of volleyball. We will 
wrap up the games on March 23 with a mini tournament. 
 
 

  
 



Pictures from the Multicultural Potluck Dinner 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

  

 

 
 

  

  
 
 

 
 



  
Scientist in the School 
Students in SK-2 hosted a scientist on Monday, Feb. 26.  This biologist brought in 
examples of five different animal coverings:  skin, scales, quills, fur and feathers.  The 
children investigated the properties of each in order to compare and contrast the 
coverings. They discussed how each animal’s covering is most appropriate to the 
animal.   
 

  
 

  

   
 
 

 
 

Speaker Series Winter 2018 
 

Equity in Action 
April 5, 2018 – 7:00-9:00 p.m. 
Woodroffe High School – 2410 Georgina Drive 
Speaker:  Chris D’souza – Motivational Speaker and Human Rights Strategist 
 
Self-regulation for Children and Parents  
April 19, 2018 – 7:00-9:00 p.m. 
Gloucester High School – 2060 Ogilvie Road 
Speaker:  Dr. Susan Hopkins – Executive Director – The MEHRIT Centre 
 
Enjoy this free information session – sponsored by the District’s Parent Involvement 
Committee (PIC) and supported through grant funding from the Ministry of Education. 
 
 



Ways to reach us: 
 

Our school office is open from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. (Monday to Friday). 

School phone number:  613-239-2216 

Visit our website at:  https://cambridgeps.ocdsb.ca 

Twitter: @CambridgeOttawa 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Next School Council Meeting 

Thursday, March 29, 2018  
5:30-7:00 p.m. 

Free child care provided! 
Come and join us! 

 

 
 
Important Dates: 
March 12-16:  March Break 
March 20 -21:  National Art Gallery Presentations 
Tuesday, March 27:  Heritage Fair at Glashan PS (a.m.) 
Thursday, March 29:  Friday schedule 
Thursday, March 29:  School Council Meeting (5:30-7:00 p.m.) 
Friday, March 30:  Good Friday - no school for students 
Monday, April 2:  Easter Monday  - no school for students 
Wednesday, April 4:  Monday schedule 
Monday, April 9:  Operation Life Saver, Ready for Rail Presentation (p.m.) 
Wednesday, April 11:  Day of Pink 
Monday, April 23:  Earth Day Assembly 
Thursday, April 26:  School Council Meeting (5:30-7:00 p.m.) 
Friday, April 27:  Professional Activity Day – no school for students 
 

 
 

https://cambridgeps.ocdsb.ca/

